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Provincial  funds  support  watershed  stewardship  groups 

Edmonton...  A $250,000  installment  to  the  Alberta  Stewardship  Network’s  Watershed  Stewardship  Grant 
Program  will  help  with  community-level  action  to  safeguard  Alberta’s  water  resources. 

“Stewardship  is  a shared  responsibility,”  said  Rob  Renner,  Minister  of  Environment.  “Our  $250,000 
contribution  partnered  with  grassroots  commitment  translates  into  better  protection  of  Alberta’s  water 
resources.”  With  this  latest  installment,  the  province  has  contributed  $1  million  to  the  Alberta  Stewardship 
Network  since  Water  for  Life  was  first  released  five  years  ago. 

Watershed  stewardship  groups  are  community,  volunteer-based  partnerships  actively  engaged  in 
environmental  stewardship  of  their  watershed.  They  include  individuals,  organizations,  agriculture,  industry, 
municipalities  and  other  local  governments. 

There  are  more  than  140  watershed  stewardship  groups  throughout  Alberta  involved  in  on-the-ground 
measure  to  protect  Alberta’s  water.  Some  examples  of  their  efforts  include  the  following. 

• The  Elbow  River  Watershed  Partnership’s  Youth  Field  Study  Program  - nearly  1,000  students  have  taken 
part  in  monitored  the  river’s  water  quality  and  discovering  the  connection  between  land  and  water. 

• The  Nose  Creek  Watershed  Partnership  - the  first  community-based  group  to  develop  a sub-basin  water 
management  plan.  The  plan  is  a consistent  and  integrated  approach  that  provides  valuable  tools  for 
watershed  management  across  municipal  boundaries. 

• West  Athabasca  Watershed  Bioregional  Society  Hardisty  Creek  Restoration  Project  - fish  passage 
remediation  and  habitat  restoration  has  resulted  in  the  restoration  of  about  300  metres  of  fish  habitat  and 
the  return  of  bull  trout,  northern  pike,  and  mountain  whitefish  to  the  creek. 

The  Alberta  Stewardship  Network  is  a multi-agency,  multi-stakeholder  group  that  supports  information 
exchange  and  grassroots  stewardship  efforts. 

Other  provincial  grants  for  Water  for  Life  partners  this  fiscal  year  includes  $900,000  for  the  Alberta  Water 
Council  and  $1.7  million  for  Watershed  Planning  and  Advisory  Councils. 
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Alberta  government  ensures  future  of  water  quality,  quantity 
Water  for  Life  strategy  renewed  to  reflect  changes  in  province 

Edmonton...  The  Alberta  government  has  renewed  its  Water  for  Life  strategy  to  ensure  the  water  quality  and 
quantity  needed  to  support  population  and  economic  growth  in  the  province. 

“Continuing  to  support  Water  for  Life  is  critical  to  making  the  right  choices  for  Alberta’s  water  resources,”  said 
Rob  Renner,  Minister  of  Environment.  “There’s  a new  reality  in  Alberta  and  this  renewed  strategy  reflects  it.” 

The  renewed  strategy  accelerates  action  to  safeguard  Alberta’s  water  sources,  ensuring  integration  of  watershed 
planning  with  regional  planning  under  the  proposed  Land-use  Framework,  and  sets  clear  direction  and  action  for 
improved  watershed  management  in  Alberta.  It  outlines  the  need  to  take  action  on  a number  of  fronts,  including: 

• regional  drinking  water  and  wastewater  solutions; 

• aquatic  ecosystem  health; 

• viable  governance  system  that  supports  sustainable  management  of  surface  and  groundwater;  and 

• water  monitoring,  evaluation  and  public  reporting. 

The  Alberta  government  asked  the  Alberta  Water  Council,  appointed  in  2004  to  provide  independent  oversight  and 
advice  on  Water  for  Life  implementation,  provide  government  with  renewal  recommendations,  which  they 
submitted  in  January  2008.  Those  recommendations  were  accepted  by  government  and  guided  the  renewal 
process. 

“By  renewing  Water  for  Life,  we  are  making  a good  plan  even  better,”  said  Renner.  ''Water  for  Life  is  among  the 
most  comprehensive  water  management  plans  in  North  America,  and  we  plan  to  keep  it  that  way.” 

Implementation  of  Alberta’s  original  Water  for  Life  strategy,  released  in  November  2003,  has  involved  the  efforts 
of  many  partners  from  a number  of  sectors  including  non-government  organizations,  industry,  provincial  and  other 
governments.  To  successfully  move  the  renewed  strategy  forward,  a detailed  action  plan  will  be  released  in  2009. 

For  more  information  about  the  renewed  strategy,  visit  www.waterforlife.alberta.ca. 
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Looking  back  - Water  for  Life  2003-2008  achievements 

After  five  years  of  implementation,  there  is  much  to  celebrate.  A number  of  key  achievements  are  outlined  below. 
Please  visit  the  Water  for  Life  website  ( www.waterforlife.alberta.ca)  for  further  information  on  each  of  the  goals 
and  key  directions. 

Safe,  secure  drinking  water 

• Key  action:  Complete  an  assessment  of  all  drinking  water  facilities  in  Alberta. 

o A comprehensive  review  of  Alberta’s  water  treatment  facilities  (2004)  identified  infrastructure  funding 
priorities  to  ensure  the  health  and  safety  of  drinking  water. 

• Key  action:  Establish  a public  awareness  and  education  program  to  ensure  Albertans  have  easy  access  to  water 
resource  information  and  services. 

o Drinking  water  information  is  now  online. 

• Key  action:  Establish  an  independent,  on-going  review  process,  on  a five-year  cycle,  for  Alberta’s  drinking 
water  program. 

o An  independent  technical  review  of  the  province’s  drinking  water  program  is  done  every  five  years. 

• Key  action:  Establish  emergency  protocols,  including  support  staff  and  laboratory  capacity,  to  protect 
Albertans  from  contaminants  in  drinking  water. 

o Emergency  response  protocols  reduce  the  risk  from  incidents  that  can  arise  from  unforeseen  circumstances, 
like  equipment  failure  or  extreme  weather  events. 

• Key  action:  Provide  Albertans  with  access  to  online  reporting  of  all  drinking  water  facility  test  sample  results, 
o Drinking  water  facility  test  sample  results  are  now  available  online  (2007). 

Reliable,  quality  water  supplies 

• Key  action:  Establish  water  conservation  objectives  for  the  South  Saskatchewan  River  Basin. 

o Government  approved  the  South  Saskatchewan  River  Basin  Water  Management  Plan  (2007). 

• Key  action:  Monitor,  evaluate  and  report  on  the  water  allocation  transfer  system. 

o Alberta  Environment  enhanced  its  internal  Environmental  Management  System  to  include  water  transfer 
records,  to  facilitate  a water  transfer  system  in  the  South  Saskatchewan  River  Basin. 

• Key  action:  Evaluate,  as  part  of  the  watershed  planning  process,  water  management  infrastructure  needs. 

o Government  assessed  current  infrastructure  needs  to  ensure  water  management  structures  are  maintained 
properly. 

o Government  completed  a 2005  inventory  and  2008  assessment  of  potential  water  storage  sites  that  will 
inform  future  basin  planning. 

Healthy,  aquatic  ecosystems 

• Key  action:  Complete  an  initial  assessment  of  the  status  of  aquatic  ecosystem,  including  lakes,  wetlands, 
streams  and  rivers.  Complete  an  assessment  of  Alberta’s  surface  water  quality. 

o In  a status  assessment  of  Alberta’s  aquatic  ecosystems,  these  two  actions  were  combined, 
o The  Scope  of  Work  for  the  Initial  Assessment  of  Aquatic  Ecosystem  Health  in  Alberta  and  Information 
synthesis  and  initial  assessment  of  the  status  and  health  of  aquatic  ecosystems  in  Alberta:  surface  water 
quality,  sediment  quality  and  non-fish  biota  Report  helped  lay  the  foundation  for  healthy  aquatic 
ecosystem  work. 

o The  Aquatic  Ecosystems  - Review  of  Issues  and  Monitoring  Techniques  helped  define  healthy  aquatic 
ecosystems. 
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Research  and  knowledge 

• Key  action:  Establish  a public  awareness  and  education  program. 

o The  Water  Education  Framework  was  established  in  2006  and  initiated  water  awareness  campaigns. 

• Key  action:  Develop  a provincial  water  research  plan. 

o The  Alberta  Science  Research  Authority  released  its  report  on  priority  areas  for  water  research  needs 
(2006). 

• Key  action:  Establish  a provincial,  multi-disciplinary  water  research  centre. 

o Alberta  Ingenuity's  Alberta  Water  Research  Institute  (2007)  coordinates  world  class  and  leading-edge 
research  to  support  Water  for  Life. 

• Key  action:  Establish  a provincial  water  information  centre. 

o The  Alberta  water  information  centre  consolidates  and  delivers  specific  water  information  to  users. 

• Key  action:  Update  water  quality  programs  to  support  watershed  protection  and  planning, 
o All  water  quality  data  is  now  available  through  the  Water  Database  System  (2006). 

Partnerships 

• Key  action:  Establish  a provincial  water  advisory  council. 

o The  Alberta  Water  Council  (2004)  monitors  and  stewards  implementation  of  Water  for  Life  and  champions 
achievement  of  the  strategy’s  three  goals. 

• Key  action:  Complete  a partnership  framework,  outlining  the  roles,  responsibilities  and  relationships  between 
government  and  its  partners. 

o A partnership  framework  (2005)  outlines  roles  and  responsibilities  to  help  implement  Water  for  Life  goals. 

• Key  action:  Establish  watershed  planning  and  advisory  councils. 

o Watershed  Planning  and  Advisory  Councils  (WPACs)  assess  their  watershed’s  state  and  develop  a plan  to 
address  issues.  Nine  watersheds  have  organizations  formally  recognized  as  WPACs. 

• Key  action:  Support  watershed  stewardship  groups  to  improve  the  condition  of  local  watersheds. 

o Government  supports  watershed  stewardship  groups  through  the  Alberta  Stewardship  Network  stewardship 
grant  program. 

Conservation 

• Key  action:  Establish  a public  awareness  and  education  program  on  water  conservation  in  Alberta. 

o To  improve  Albertans’  knowledge  of  water  conservation,  several  education  projects  have  been  undertaken 
including  online  conservation  information  (2005). 

• Key  action:  Prepare  water  conservation  and  productivity  plans  for  all  water  using  sectors. 

o The  Alberta  Water  Council  released  Water  Conservation.  Efficiency  and  Productivity:  Principles. 

Definitions.  Performance  Measures  and  Environmental  Indicators  Report  (2007). 
o Two  reports  on  water  use  in  the  oil  and  gas  sector  were  released,  providing  policy  and  guidelines  (2007) 
for  oilfield  injection. 

• Key  action:  Establish  a system  to  monitor  and  report  actual  water  use  by  all  sectors  on  an  on-going  basis. 

o Government  established  a voluntary  water  use  reporting  system  (2006)  for  licence  holders  to  submit  water 
use  data. 
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Looking  forward  — highlights  of  the  renewed  Water  for  Life  strategy 

Safe,  secure  drinking  water  actions 

• Review  and  improve  the  management  of  small  drinking  water  systems  that  are  currently  unregulated; 

• Develop  innovative  approaches  to  build  and  assure  long-term  operational  capacity  in  smaller  Alberta 
communities; 

• Design  and  implement  regional  drinking  water  and  waste  water  solutions;  and 

• Continue  to  work  cooperatively  with  First  Nations,  Metis  communities  and  federal  government  to  ensure  safe 
drinking  water  in  Aboriginal  communities  in  Alberta. 

Reliable,  quality  water  supplies  actions 

• Develop  and  implement  an  enhanced  surface  water  rights  transfer  system  that  supports  sustainable  economic 
development;  and 

• Develop  and  implement  a viable  governance  system  that  supports  sustainable  management  of  water. 

Healthy,  aquatic  ecosystems  actions 

• Develop  a provincial  action  plan  to  improve  the  health  of  significantly  impacted  aquatic  ecosystems; 

• Set  water  conservation  objectives  on  all  major  basins;  and 

• Finalize  and  implement  a new  wetland  policy  for  Alberta. 

Research  and  knowledge  actions 

• Enhance  the  provincial  water  monitoring  and  evaluation  program  including  information  on  wetlands, 
groundwater,  aquatic  health,  water  quality,  drinking  water  and  water  supply;  and 

• Enhance  the  Alberta  water  information  centre  to  provide  a web-based  public  information  centre  to  report  on 
the  status  of  Alberta’s  water  resources. 

Partnerships  actions 

• Continue  to  resource  and  support  Water  for  Life  partnerships;  and 

• Continue  to  develop  and  improve  watershed  management  knowledge,  tools  and  programs. 

Conservation  actions 

• Complete  an  evaluation  and  make  recommendations  on  the  merit  of  economic  instruments  to  meet  water 
conservation  and  productivity  objectives;  and 

• Encourage  all  sectors  to  develop  and  implement  sector  plans  for  water  conservation,  efficiency  and 
productivity. 
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INTRODUCTION 


In  Alberta,  our  quality  of  life  and  life  itself  depends  on  having  a healthy  and  sustainable  water  supply  for  the 
environment,  for  our  communities  and  for  our  economic  well-being. 

Water  for  Life:  Alberta’s  Strategy  for  Sustainability  has  been  the  vehicle  for  managing  Alberta’s  water  resources  since 
2003.  In  this  renewed  strategy,  the  Government  of  Alberta  not  only  continues  to  build  on  the  good  work  already 
undertaken,  but  also  reaffirms  its  commitment  to  the  Water  for  Life  approach  for  the  wise  management  of  Alberta’s 
water  quantity  and  quality  for  the  benefit  of  Albertans  now  and  in  the  future. 


“We’ve  learned  how  passionate  and  committed  Albertans  are  to  finding  solutions  to 
water  management  issues.  Not  only  have  we  had  tremendous  support  from  our  Board 
of  Directors  and  Alternates,  we’ve  also  had  keen  interest  and  participation  from  volunteers 
who  have  put  hundreds  of  hours  into  a number  of  standing  committees,  working  groups 
and  project  teams  looking  at  a range  of  complex  issues  from  water  allocation  to 
healthy  aquatic  ecosystems.’’ 

Gordon  Edwards 

Executive  Director 
Alberta  Water  Council 
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Albertans  have  been  managing  their  water  supplies  for  more  than  a century.  After  a multi-year  drought  at  the  turn  of 
the  millennium,  serious  concerns  were  raised  about  the  future  of  water  management  in  Alberta.  The  Government  of 
Alberta  initiated  a public  consultation  process  and  listened  to  Albertans  from  across  the  province  about  their  concerns 
regarding  water  in  Alberta.  This  process  was  vital  in  the  development  of  Water  for  Life:  Alberta’s  Strategy  for  Sustainability, 
which  was  released  in  November  2003. 

What  have  we  achieved  SO  far? 

Since  the  Government  of  Alberta  began  to  implement  Water  for  Life,  there  has  been  significant  progress  made  on  a 
number  of  key  initiatives. 

Our  understanding  and  knowledge  about  water  and  waterbodies  has  improved  significantly.  The  creation  of  the  Alberta 
Water  Research  Institute  will  help  expand  what  we  know  about  water  in  Alberta,  and  the  work  done  by  government  has 
further  increased  our  knowledge. 

As  our  understanding  has  grown,  we  have  been  able  to  share  that  information  with  our  partners  and  Albertans,  resulting 
in  safer  drinking  water  across  the  province.  We  have  also  helped  establish  more  partnerships  with  on-the-ground 
organizations  to  help  protect  Alberta’s  water.  Whether  they  are  stewardship  groups.  Watershed  Planning  and  Advisory 
Councils  or  other  partners,  these  groups  have  become  an  important  element  in  how  we  manage  water  in  Alberta. 
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what  has  changed  since 

Water  for  Life  was  released  in  2003? 


Five  years  into  strategy  implementation,  growth  continues  in  Alberta’s  population  and  economy,  the  effects  of  climate 
change  are  front  of  mind  and  groundwater  resources  gain  importance  with  limits  on  surface  water  allocations  in 
southern  Alberta. 

Albertans  continue  to  care  about  the  health  of  the  aquatic  environment  and  potential  future  water  shortages,  especially 
in  southern  Alberta.  They  are  also  aware  of  the  potential  impact  from  climate  change.  They  want  to  be  involved  in  helping 
to  conserve  and  protect  our  environment  and  continue  to  look  for  information  about  Alberta’s  water  resources. 

The  province  continues  to  see  pressures  around  the  rate  of  growth,  particularly  in  areas  of  urban,  rural  and  industrial 
development.  Finding  the  best  way  to  allocate  water  resources  and  increasing  our  understanding  of  surface  and  groundwater 
are  priorities  for  preparing  for  the  future. 

Our  increased  emphasis  on  working  with  our  partners  - the  Alberta  Water  Council,  Watershed  Planning  and  Advisory 
Councils  and  watershed  stewardship  groups  - has  proven  to  be  a strong  foundation  for  building  local  commitment 
to  protecting  watersheds  and  ensuring  local  sustainability.  Continuing  to  build  these  organizations  is  important  for 
long-term  sustainability. 

Also  critical,  the  Water  for  Life  strategy,  actions  and  partners  must  support  efforts  under  the  Land-use  Framework. 

‘'With  e\^ery  passing  day,  the  Water  for  Life  initiative  is  more  critical  and  essential.  To  mO: 
Water  for  Life  means  ensuring  comprehensive  integration  and  alignment  of  economic 
development,  settlement  patterns  and  water  management  practices.  As  well,  a renewed 
focus  on  educating  and  making  Albertans  aware  of  the  precarious  balance  betweer-. 
management  practices  for  today  and  sustainable  development  for  future  generations . 
is  essential. " 

Rick  Quail 

■ Municipal  Manager 
Town  of  Okotoks 
AWC  member 
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The  Alberta  Water  Council  confirmed  the  Water  for  Life  strategy  goals  and  key  directions  remain  valid;  however,  “success 
will  depend  on  focus,  innovation,  balanced  social  values  and  a growing  appreciation  of  the  value  of  water  as  a scarce 
resource.”  In  this  regard,  the  Council  recommended  renewing  the  strategy  around  two  key  themes; 

Safeguarding  our  water  sources,  including  addressing  aquatic  ecosystem  degradation,  more  fully  integrating  water  and 
land  management,  and  continuing  to  create,  enhance  and  use  innovative  tools  and  best  practices. 

The  Alberta  Water  Council  also  recognized  the  need  to  be  proactive,  accelerating  our  actions  to  protect  our  water  sources 
now  rather  than  waiting  until  later.  This  includes  clarifying  roles  and  accountabilities,  improving  data  collection  and  analysis, 
and  increasing  public  awareness  about  water  and  water  resources  to  build  a shared  commitment  with  Albertans. 

The  Government  of  Alberta  has  accepted  the  recommendations  and  incorporated  them  into  this  renewed  strategy. 
We  also  recognize  the  need  to  continuously  improve  and  strengthen  water  policy  to  ensure  sustainability  for  the  future. 
Integration  with  other  environmental  policy  will  also  ensure  we  are  well-prepared  to  address  the  challenges  of  the  future. 


“Water for  Lfe  has  given  us  the  opportunity  to  increase  other  stakeholders'  awareness 
of  the  vital  benefts  that  wetlands  provide  in  maintaining  healthy  watersheds  in  Alberta. 
These  benefts  include  improving  our  water  quality,  water  supplies,  and  maintaining 
healthy  aquatic  ecosystems  and  the  rich  biodiversity  these  areas  provide." 

Dave  Kay 

Ducks  Unlimited  Canada 
Manager  of  Provincial  Operations 
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Alberta’s  water  management  princ’oles 


In  addition  to  working  with  Water  for  Life  partners,  the  Government  of  Alberta  remains  accountable  for  water  management 

decisions  across  the  province.  In  order  to  demonstrate  this  commitment  to  Albertans,  the  Government  of  Alberta  will 

continue  to  manage  Alberta’s  water  resources  using  the  following  management  principles: 

• All  Albertans  must  recognize  there  are  limits  to  the  available  water  supply. 

• Alberta’s  water  resources  must  be  managed  within  the  capacity  of  individual  watersheds. 

• Citizens,  communities,  industry  and  government  must  share  responsibility  for  water  management  in  Alberta  and 
work  together  to  improve  conditions  within  their  local  watershed. 

• Knowledge  of  Alberta’s  water  supply  and  quality  is  the  foundation  for  effective  decision-making. 

• Albertans  must  become  leaders  at  using  water  more  effectively  and  efficiently,  and  use  and  reuse  water  wisely 
and  responsibly. 

• Alberta  currently  recognizes  “first-in-time,  first-in-right’’  for  existing  water  allocations,  which  can  be  transferable  to 
ensure  societal  demands  and  needs  can  be  met. 

• Healthy  aquatic  ecosystems  are  vital  to  a high  quality  of  life  for  Albertans  and  must  be  preserved. 

• Groundwater  and  surface  water  quality  must  be  preserved  while  pursuing  economic  and  community  development. 

• Alberta  will  continue  to  be  a leader  in  drinking  water  quality  and  standards  to  ensure  Albertans  have  safe,  secure 
drinking  water. 

• Alberta  will  administer  and  operate  the  water  management  system  to  meet  transboundary  agreements  in 
cooperation  with  neighbouring  jurisdictions. 

• The  Government  of  Alberta,  along  with  our  partners,  will  manage  Alberta’s  water  infrastructure  - both  provincial 
and  district-owned  - for  long-term  sustainability. 

• Best  available  practices  and  market-based  tools  will  be  used  in  order  to  maintain  flexible  and  adaptive  water  management. 

• Finally,  a new  principle  has  been  added  - Water  for  Life  will  be  integrated  into  other  policies  and  plans,  such  as  Land-use 

Framework  planning,  ensuring  better  resource  management  integration.  ^ 
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The  Government  of  Alberta  remains  committed  to  assuring  quality  drinking  water  for  Albertans.  Efforts  to  ensure  safe, 
secure  drinking  water  must  recognize  our  dependence  on  aquatic  ecosystems  as  source  water  and  the  potential 
requirements  of  other  uses  that  support  our  economy. 

Specific  outcomes  include: 

• A comprehensive  strategy  to  protect  Alberta’s  drinking  water; 

• Timely  access  for  all  Albertans  to  information  about  drinking  water  quality  in  their  communities;  and 

• Adherence  of  Alberta’s  drinking  water  infrastructure  to  emerging  standards  and  management  for 
long-term  sustainability. 

Key  actions  include: 

• Review  and  improve  the  management  of  small  drinking  water  systems  that  are  currently  unregulated; 

• Develop  innovative  approaches  to  build  and  assure  long-term  operational  capacity  in  smaller  Alberta  communities; 

• Design  and  implement  regional  drinking  water  and  wastewater  solutions;  and 

• Work  cooperatively  with  First  Nations,  Metis  communities  and  the  federal  government  to  ensure  safe  drinking 
water  in  Aboriginal  communities  in  Alberta. 
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Healthy  aquatic  ecosystems 


Coal:  Albertans  are  assured  that  Alberta’s  aquatic  ecosystems 
are  maintained  and  protected. 


Given  the  effects  of  gro\A/th  pressures  on  Alberta’s  aquatic  environment,  an  increased  focus  will  be  placed  on  maintaining 
the  value  and  function  of  Alberta’s  aquatic  ecosystems.  Aquatic  ecosystems  are  Alberta’s  water  source.  These  aquatic 
ecosystem  functions  are  required  to  maintain  our  ability  to  support  drinking  water  and  economic  needs. 

Specific  outcomes  include: 

• Protection  of  aquatic  ecosystems  in  critical  areas; 

• Establishment  of  priorities  for  sustaining  aquatic  ecosystems  to  be  implemented  through  watershed  plans;  and 

• Management  and  allocation  of  water  to  sustain  aquatic  ecosystems  and  ensure  their  contribution  to  Alberta’s 
natural  capital  and  quality  of  life  is  maintained. 

Key  actions  include: 

• Develop  a provincial  action  plan  to  improve  the  health  of  significantly  impacted  aquatic  ecosystems; 

• Set  water  conservation  objectives  on  all  major  basins;  and 

• Finalize  and  implement  a new  wetland  policy  for  Alberta. 
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Reliable,  quality  water  supplies 
for  a sustainable  economy 
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Goal:  Albertans  will  be  assured  that  water  is  managed  effectively  to  support 
sustainable  economic  development. 


The  Government  of  Alberta  is  committed  to  ensuring  that  surface  and  groundwater  management,  including  licence 
allocation  and  transfer  systems,  are  relevant  and  responsive  to  ensure  the  wise  and  long-term  conservation  of  Alberta’s 
water  resources. 


Specific  outcomes  include: 

• Implementation  of  a broad  range  of  water  management  tools; 

• Increased  awareness  for  all  Albertans  of  the  holistic  value  of  water  - as  both  a part  of  the  economy  and  improved 
quality  of  life; 

• Establishment  of  water  management  objectives  and  priorities  that  support  sustainable  economic  development  to 
be  implemented  through  watershed  plans;  and 

• Management  and  allocation  of  water  to  support  sustainable  economic  development  and  the  strategic  priorities  of 
the  province. 

Key  actions  include: 

• Develop  and  implement  an  enhanced  surface  water  rights  transfer  system  that  supports  sustainable  economic 
development;  and 

• Develop  and  implement  a viable  governance  system  that  supports  sustainable  management  ofwater. 
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Key  Direction:  Albertans  will  have  access  to  the  knowledge  needed  to  achieve  safe  drinking  water, 
healthy  aquatic  ecosystems,  and  reliable,  quality  water  supplies  for  a sustainable  economy. 


Having  comprehensive  and  robust  information  and  knowledge  of  our  provincial  water  resources  is  one  of  the  critical 
elements  in  our  ability  to  manage  water  effectively.  A key  role  for  government  is  to  continue  to  assure  Albertans  of  the 
quality,  quantity  and  health  of  Alberta’s  water  resources.  Through  a renewed  Water  for  Life  strategy,  the  Government 
of  Alberta  will  work  with  its  partners  and  others  to  monitor  Alberta’s  water  resources  and  to  report  on  their  status. 

Specific  outcomes  include: 

• . An  understanding  by  Water  for  Life  partners  of  the  state  of  Alberta’s  drinking  water,  aquatic  ecosystems,  and  the 

quality  and  quantity  of  surface  and  groundwater  resources; 
o Easy  access  to  knowledge  and  information  regarding  Alberta’s  water  resources  and  applicable  research  to  make 
informed  water  and  related  air,  land  and  resource  management  decisions;  and 

• Incorporation  of  education  tools  and  strategies  into  all  Water  for  Life  actions. 

Key  actions  include: 

• Enhance  the  provincial  water  monitoring  and  evaluation  program  including  information  on  wetlands,  groundwater, 
aquatic  health,  water  quality,  drinking  water  and  water  supply;  and 

^ Enhance  the  Alberta  water  information  centre  to  provide  a web-based  public  information  centre  to  report 
on  the  status  of  Alberta’s  water  resources. 
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Because  the  people  who  are  immediately  affected  by  specific  water  issues  can  also  more  directly  and  effectively  find 
solutions  to  address  them,  Water  for  Life  is  a shared  responsibility  through  a network  of  partnerships,  use  of  outcome-based 
approaches,  and  collaboration  in  delivery  of  services.  The  Water  for  Life  partnerships  are  an  important  vehicle  through 
which  Water  for  Life  goals  are  achieved. 

The  Government  of  Alberta  remains  committed  to  ensuring  these  partnerships  are  resourced  and  have  the  scientific 
information  required  to  fulfill  their  mandates.  The  Government  of  Alberta  in  turn  accepts  its  responsibility  to  show 
leadership,  provide  assurance,  and  carry-out  compliance  roles  as  a partner  in  Water  for  Life.  The  Government  of  Alberta 
also  remains  committed  to  ensure  Alberta’s  interests  are  well  represented. 

Specific  outcomes  include: 

• Timely  and  strategic  advice  given  to  governments,  industry  and  non-government  organizations  by  the  Alberta 
Water  Council; 

• Maintaining  Watershed  Planning  and  Advisory  Councils  as  leaders  in  watershed  assessment  and  planning;  and 

• Continued  work  by  watershed  stewardship  groups  to  take  communitydevel  action  to  safeguard  Alberta’s  water  resources. 

Key  actions  include: 

Continue  to  resource  and  support  Water  for  Life  partnerships;  and 

• Continue  to  develop  and  improve  watershed  management  knowledge,  tools  and  programs. 
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Water  conservation 


Key  Direction:  All  sectors  understand  how  their  behaviours  impact  water  quality,  quantity  and  tne 
health  of  aquatic  ecosystems,  adopt  a “water  conservation  ethic”  and  take  action. 


Over  the  past  100  years,  \A/ater  has  been  \A/ithdra\A/n  from  Alberta’s  rivers,  lakes  and  aquifers  and  used  for  a variety  of 
human  purposes.  Within  each  watershed,  a limited  amount  of  water  can  be  withdrawn  while  still  maintaining  a healthy 
aquatic  ecosystem.  Fluctuating  water  supplies  has  created  the  need  to  shift  how  we  use  and  allocate  this  renewable,  but 
scarce,  resource. 


The  solution  to  emerging  water  challenges  comes  through  a combination  of  both  improving  our  ability  to  capture 
and  store  water  during  high  flow  periods  and  improving  water  use  practices  through  significant  conservation,  efficiency 
and  productivity  efforts.  Water  conservation,  combined  with  a focus  on  getting  the  most  production  possible  from  the 
water  already  allocated,  is  a fundamental  component  of  any  provincial  water  strategy. 

Albertans  want  to  know  what  they  can  do  to  improve  water  quality,  quantity  and  the  health  of  aquatic  ecosystems.  The 
Government  of  Alberta  will  expand  the  use  of  education  as  a strategy  for  influencing  and  helping  Albertans  make 
personal  and  public  decisions  regarding  Alberta’s  water  resources.  Our  efforts  will  include  enhancing  public  awareness, 
enabling  environmental  stewardship  and  innovation,  supporting  educators  and  engaging  youth. 

Specific  outcomes  include: 

• Demonstration  in  all  sectors  of  best  management  practices,  ensuring  overall  efficiency  and  productivity  of  water 
use  in  Alberta  improves  by  30  per  cent  from  2005  levels  by  2015.  This  will  occur  when  either: 

o Demand  for  water  is  reduced;  or 
o Water  use  efficiency  and  productivity  are  increased. 

Key  actions  include: 

• Complete  an  evaluation  and  make  recommendations  on  the  merit  of  economic  instruments  to  meet  water 
conservation  and  productivity  objectives;  and 

• Encourage  all  sectors  to  develop  and  implement  sector  plans  for  water  conservation,  efficiency  and  productivity. 
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This  strategy  outlines  the  goals  and  objectives  required  to  protect  Alberta’s  \A/ater  resources.  For  the  strategy  to  be 
successful,  a number  of  key  actions  need  to  be  undertaken  by  government.  These  actions,  which  include  a more 
thorough  examination  and  analysis  of  current  policies  to  enhance  our  ability  to  monitor,  analyze  and  share  water 
data  and  continue  to  build  partnerships,  will  be  outlined  in  the  Water  for  Life  action  plan,  which  is  coming  early  2009. 

The  Government  of  Alberta  will  also  commit  to  report  annually  on  its  progress  on  commitments  outlined  in  the 
action  plan.  Equally,  all  Water  for  Life  partners  are  encouraged  to  report  on  their  progress  relative  to  their  actions 
and  participation.  This  information  will  support  the  Alberta  Water  Council’s  role  to  provide  advice  on  any  new  direction 
and  focus  upon  completion  of  the  short-term  implementation  schedule. 


“/  am  continuously  learning  about  and  impressed  by  the  depth  and  breadth  of  community 
stewardship  groups  and  all  the  great  on-the-ground  work  they  do  to  improve  their  local 
waterbodies  and  watersheds!  Individual  and  community  stewardship  is  and  will  continue 
to  be  a major  contributor  to  the  achievement  of  Water  for  Life  outcomes." 

Sarah  Hipkin 

Watershed  Stewardship  Grant  Program  Coordinator 
Alberta  Stewardship  Network 
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when  Water  for  Life  was  first  released,  it  identified  a number  of  performance  measures  to  assess  the  effectiveness 
of  the  strategy.  These  measures  were  further  expanded  in  the  October  2005  Report  on  Implementation  Progress  of 
Water  for  Life. 

Learning  from  the  past  five  years,  it  is  again  a good  opportunity  to  review  existing  performance  measures  to  determine 
if  they  are  still  valid  and  if  new  measures  need  to  be  added.  The  Government  of  Alberta  will  do  this  in  conjunction 
with  the  Alberta  Water  Council  when  reporting  annually  on  water  strategy  implementation. 


“The  i\/ater  renewal  is  an  opportunity  to  realign  our  course  into 
the  future,  we  need  to  engage  and  support  our  leaders  in  doing  so..” 

Kirk  Popik 

Mayor  of  Calmar 
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